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· Comparative and superlatives of adjectives + adverbs of degree.

· Passive.

· For / since.

· How long has...? / how long did...?

FUNCTIONS :

· Making comparisons.

· Talking about duration.

· Talking about work experience.

VOCABULARY :

· types of movies.

· Language of film reviews / adjectives to describe films.


A renvoyer pour le :




Ministère de l'Éducation Nationale, de la technologie et de la Recherche.

GRETA AMPÈRE - Espace Langues 27, rue Gentil 69002 Lyon.

ISBN 2-907398-64-4

Dans ce dossier vous trouverez :
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 signifie que vous devez écouter votre cassette personnelle pour faire cet exercice, et que vous trouverez le script correspondant dans la partie "Answer Key".
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 signifie que vous devez comprendre un document écrit pour faire l’exercice. 
· [image: image3.png]


signifie qu'il s'agit d'un exercice écrit. 
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signifie que vous devez parler : prononcer, répéter, réagir à voix haute.
· Corrigez vous-même les exercices marqués  [image: image5.png]


  en vous reportant à la partie : "Answer Key."

· Envoyez-nous pour la date prévue les réponses aux exercices marqués [image: image6.png]


.

· Prenez tout de suite connaissance de votre entretien téléphonique pour être prêt le jour du rendez-vous [image: image7.png]


.

Activity 1
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 Nadia is talking to Maureen in the pub. Listen and answer the questions.

1) Why is the music louder than before ?

 .

2) Why does Maureen prefer the previous song ?

 .

3) Why does Nadia prefer this song ?

 .

4) Why is Nadia offended ?

 .

5) How long has Maureen been at the pub ?

 .

6) Where is Karl ?

 .

7) How long have Maureen and Karl been members of the cinema association ?

 .

8) Why does Maureen think it's better than going to big cinemas ?

 .

COMPARATIVES

Activity 2a
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  Look at these examples:

Examples:
The tune is prettier than in the previous song.

It's cheaper than the big cinemas.

In the same way compare these things with the correct form of the adjective.

	1)
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Rolls Royce / Twingo / big

 .

	2)
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Mary's hair / Betty's hair / long

 .

	3)
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Australia / Tibet / hot

 .

	4)
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an elephant / a horse / heavy

 .

	5)
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tea /whisky / weak

 .

Activity 2b

[image: image23.png]


 [image: image24.png]


 Look at these examples and do the same as for the previous exercise.

Examples:
These words are more sensible than the other ones.

The films are more interesting than at a big cinema

	1)
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The first camera / the second one / expensive.

 .

	2)
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The city / the country / polluted.

 .

	3)
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Tigers / hamsters / dangerous.

 .

Activity 2c
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 Now compare these things and people with the adjectives provided. Give your own opinion.

N.B. Notice these three irregular forms : good ( better; bad ( worse;
far ( further / farther
[image: image104.wmf]
Marylin Monro ; Bill Clinton ; pine trees ; 


sweet ; interesting ; small ; old 

a violin ; hedgehogs ; the moon ; vodka ; 


difficult to play ; frightening ; 

Charlie Chaplin ; drums ; the planet Mars ; 


tall ; mysterious ; far from us ;

the Sahara Desert ; apple trees ; bananas ; 


good-looking ; intelligent ; Chinese ; history ; mice ; Italian ; my teachers

easy to learn ; friendly ; funny 

biology ; the Pyramids ; bank managers 


annoying ; famous ; hot

Activity 3a
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  Look at these examples.

Examples:
The first tune wasn't as pretty as the second one.

The films at a big cinema aren't as interesting as the ones at the association.

Now turn the sentences from exercises 2a and 2b round and express them in a negative way as in the examples.

1) A Twingo isn't 
 .

2) Betty's hair isn't 
 .

3) 
 .

4) 
 .

5) 
 .

6) The second camera isn't 
 .

7) 
 .

8) 
 .

Activity 3b
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  Look at these pictures and describe them as in the example.

Examples:
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A bicycle is slower than a sports car but isn't as slow as a snail.

   OR A bicycle is faster than a snail but isn't as fast as a sports car.

Choose your own criteria . Write ONE sentence for each picture.

	1)
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	Jimmy
	Micky
	Billy


(
 .

	2)
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	a traffic policeman
	an army general
	the Queen


(
 .

	3)
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	a glass of water
	a glass of wine
	a glass of whisky


(
 .

	4)
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	a goldfish
	a pike
	a shark


(
 .

Activity 3b (continued)

	5)
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	a pigeon
	a dog
	a chimpanzee


(
 .

Adverbs of degree

Activity 3c

Examples:
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{  a bit  }

The first watch is
{a little } cheaper than the second one


{slightly}
OR


{  a bit  }


The second one is
{a little } more expensive than the first one.


{slightly}

OR


The first watch is not quite as expensive as the second .


The second watch is not quite as cheap as the first.
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{(quite) a lot }


A saxophone is
{     much
  } bigger than a recorder.





{
far
  }

OR



A recorder is not nearly as big as a saxophone.
Activity 3c (continued)
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  In the same way compare the following. Choose your own criteria.

1) The Puy de Dome and Mount Everest.

 .

2) Sylvester Stallone and Einstein

 .

3) Tea and coffee.

 .

4) Dogs and cats.

 .

5) A two-star hotel and a three-star one.

 .

6) Astérix and Obélix.

 .

7) Travelling by car and travelling by train.

 .

8) A metre and a yard.

 .
SUPERLATIVES

Activity 4a
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Examples:
[image: image63.wmf]
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A snail is slower than either a bicycle or a sports car ( A snail is the slowest.

BUT a sports car is more dangerous than either a bicycle or a snail ( A sports car is the most dangerous.

In the same way write sentences for the pictures on the right in Activity 3b.

Use the same criteria as you used before.
Activity 4b
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  Can you answer these general knowledge questions ?

1) What is the highest mountain in the world ?

 .

2) When is the longest day in the northern hemisphere ?

 .

3) Which is the smallest planet in our solar system ?

 .

4) What is the commonest surname in the world ?

 .

5) What is the biggest mammal in the world ?

 .

6) What are the two most usual ways to end a business letter in English ?

 .

Activity 5
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  Listen to the dialogue between Maureen and Nadia and answer the questions.

1) What has Nadia decided to do ?

 .

2) How long has she thought about this ?

 .

3) How long has she stayed with Maureen and Karl ?

 .

4) Why does she want to move ?

 .

5) What sort of flat is it ?

 .

6) How long has she known her future flatmate ?

 .

7) How long did she know Maureen and Karl before they first asked her to stay with them ?

 .

8) Why can Nadia now move to another flat ?

 .

DURATION - FOR & SINCE

Activity 6a
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FOR


((((((((

DURATION OF ACTION





      NOW
Examples :

Nadia is staying with Maureen and Karl. She arrived a month ago.((She has stayed with them FOR a month.
She's thinking about leaving. She started thinking about it a long time ago.((She's thought about leaving FOR a long time.
She knows a girl. She first met her a few days ago.((She's known her FOR a few days.
In the same way transform these sentences.

1) I live in a three-bedroomed flat. I moved here two years ago.

 .

2) Sheila works as a lighting technician at the BBC. She started working there six years ago.

 .

3) Michael has a new car. He bought it ten days ago.

 .

4) Jenny and Ted are married. They got married fifteen years ago.

 .

5) It's eleven o'clock in the morning and it's snowing. It started snowing at seven o'clock this morning.

 .

6) I'm waiting for a reply to the letter I wrote to my landlord. I sent it three months ago.

 .

Activity 6b
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                               SINCE

              ((((((((

                 (((((((((((
                                                            NOW

START OF ACTION

Examples :

Maureen is at the pub. She arrived at half past six.

(She's been there SINCE half past six.

Karl and Maureen know Nadia. They met her when they went to France on holiday.

(They've known her SINCE they went to France on holiday.

Maureen works as a secretary. She started in 1992.

(She's worked as a secretary  SINCE 1992.
Transform these sentences in the same way as in the examples.

1) I'm a stage manager. I started this job in 1987.

 .

2) My niece loves the theatre. She loved it when she was a child too.

 .

3) Nadia speaks English. She started learning it when she was eleven years old.

 .

4) My brother rides a motorbike. He first learnt to ride one when he was seventeen.

 .

5) Harry has got a gold watch. His work-mates gave it to him when he retired.

 .

6) I want to be able to dance like Gene Kelly. I decided this the first time I saw "Singing in the Rain".

 .

Activity 6c
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 Rewrite these sentences in full using the correct form of the verb and either for or since.
Examples:
Wendy /not dance/ the party.( Wendy hasn't danced since the party.

1) Maureen / be / at the pub / half an hour.

 .

2) Nadia / listen / to the same song / an hour and a half.

 .

3) I / study / Japanese / last summer.

 .

4) We / live/ here / three years.

 .

5) They / drink / wine / they were little children.

 .

6) I / not laugh / so much / years.

 .

7) She / look after / children / she left school.

 .

8) You / ignore / me / the last ten minutes.

 .

Activity 7a
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 Here are some facts about Karl. Read them and answer the questions.

Personal details

Name :
Karl Wright
Occupation :Sound technician
Address :
15 Fenchurch Street
Age : 34


London NW8 3PQ
Marital status : Single. ( Lives with 

Telephone no. :
01 683 55072
Maureen (3 years))

Education & training
Taunton High School ( 7 years ) - 2 A-levels
(aged 11 - 18)

Manchester Polytechnic (3 years) -
(aged 18 -21)

Sound engineering course in London (1 year )
(aged 23)

Professional experience

Freelance sound technician (6 years) working on concerts, pantomimes, shows

(aged 24-30)

Sound technician for local television - 2 short reports on :

1) housing shortage in north-west London

2) local MP's visit to Trade Fair

Sound technician in T.V. documentary on Lapland (end May-end August) (aged 31)

Currently sound technician with "Crooner's" recording studio in West Hampstead (3 years)
(aged 31-34)

Temporary job in cycle repair shop in Manchester (3 months)
(aged 22)

Temporary job in electronics factory in Manchester (6 months)
(aged 22)

Other details
As a student worked in local night club as disc jockey, also as "roadie" for local Manchester bands.

At school was disc jockey for school discos; helped with sound in school plays.

Met Maureen when working on pantomime in Norwich. She was secretary at same theatre.

Activity 7a (continued)

1) How long was Karl at secondary school ?

 .

2) How long did he live in Manchester ?

 .

3) How long did he work in an electronics factory ?

 .

4) How long has he been a sound engineer ?

 .

5) How long did he work freelance in England ?

 .

6) How long did it take to make the documentary about Lapland ?

 .

7) How long has he worked at "Crooners" ?

 .

8) How long has he known Maureen ?

 .

N.B. Notice that the questions about things Karl no longer does are formed with the past simple tense :How long did ....... ? and that questions about things that are still true are formed with the present perfect : How long has ....... ?

Activity 7b
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 Listen to this actor talking about his work experience. Some of his answers are missing. What questions do you have to ask him to find the missing information ?


 .

Activity 7c
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Now imagine what he actually said. Answer the questions that you asked by completing the gaps in his answers.

Activity 7d
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 Write out your CV and a short description of your work experience.

Explain what you have done, when and how long you did it for, what you are doing now and how long you have done it. Be prepared to ask questions and answer other people's questions in the next class.

Activity 8
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 Listen to the conversation with Karl and answer the questions.

1) Did Karl enjoy the film?

 .

2) Why couldn't Maureen see it?

 .

3) Was it a science fiction film or was it about human relationships?

 .

4) Where does the film take place?

 .

5) Does Tony think it sounds exciting or boring?

 .

6) What characters are portrayed in the film?

 .

7) Who does Roberto Benigni play?

 .

8) What does Karl think of him?

 .

9) What languages are spoken in the film?

 .

10) When was the film made?

 .

11) Would Tony like to go and see it with Angie?

 .

12) Why?

 .

Activity 9a
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 Match the descriptions with the type of film described.

	1) a film where romantic human feelings are the central interest
	a) a social drama

	2) a film where excitement and interest are sustained by constant action
	b) a horror film

	3) a film that often concerns the future, and sometimes space travel and people from other planets.
	c) a thriller

	4) a film where humour is the most important element
	d) a love story

	5) a film where suspense is used to create high dramatic tension
	e) a musical

	6) a film concerning people's lives and relationships in an everyday setting
	f) a science fiction film

	7) a film which uses special effects, suspense and out-of-the-ordinary situations to induce a sensation of terror
	g) a comedy

	8) a film where there is a lot of singing and often dancing too
	h) an adventure film


Activity 9b
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Read these reviews of two films by Mel Brooks, "Blazing Saddles" and "Young Frankenstein" (both were made in 1974).

Blazing Saddles:
A riotous chaotic spoof about a black sheriff (------------) who has to defend some unwilling town-dwellers in the Wild West against a gang of bandits. Despite good performances from Gene Wilder (Jim, the sheriff's drunken deputy) and Madeleine Kahn (Lili Von Shtupp, who is sent to seduce the sheriff), the movie is unpolished and structurally untidy. Mel Brooks often takes excessive measures to keep people laughing. Although he is generally successful, the chaos in the film is sometimes more in evidence than the comedy.

Young Frankenstein:
A hilarious parody of earlier Hollywood Frankenstein films, Mel Brook's "Young Frankenstein" (1974) is perhaps his most accomplished, stylish and disciplined movie. The earlier anarchic humour of "Blazing Saddles" has given way to something which is subtler, more sensitive and yet at the same time, with its spoofs, witty lines, puns and 

Activity 9b (continued)

slapstick, uproariously funny. There are glowing performances from Gene Wilder as the young doctor, Peter Boyle as the touchingly funny monster, and Gene Hackman as the blind man, to mention just a few of the fine cast. The use of black and white photography, an excellent score (by John Morris), and an old-fashioned set (Brooks actually used some of the original laboratory equipment from James Whale's 1931 "Frankenstein") help recreate the atmosphere of the old Frankenstein movies . This authenticity not only renders homage to the earlier films but makes the comedy all the funnier.

Activity 9c
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 Match the following words or expressions to those in the texts which have the same meaning :

	1) very very funny 

2) elegant

3) having no order at all

4) humour based on obvious visual effects

5) brilliant

6) plays on words

7) carefully controlled

8) written music

9) showing clever humour

10) rough, lacking finish


	a) slapstick

b) glowing

c) unpolished

d) witty

e) puns

f) score

g) stylish

h) hilarious

i) chaotic

j) disciplined




Activity 9d
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 Decide if these sentences are true or false.
1) The reviewer doesn't find the first film funny.

2) She / he prefers the second film to the first.

3) She / he thinks the second film is more carefully controlled and shows more sensitivity than the first one.

4) According to him/her "Blazing Saddles" has no structure.

5) "Blazing Saddles" is not as elegant as "Young Frankenstein" because it doesn't use black and white photography.

6) The acting in "Young Frankenstein" is generally better than in "Blazing Saddles".

7) "Young Frankenstein" is more authentic than early Frankenstein films.

8) In the reviewer's opinion Mel Brooks has never made a greater film than "Young Frankenstein".

THE PASSIVE 

· We use the passive to express an action when we don't know, or it's not important to know who has done it.

Examples :

Lili Van Schtupp is sent to seduce the sheriff.
 (We don't know who sent her)

Suspense is used to create high dramatic tension.
(It's not important to know who uses it.)

What languages are spoken in the film ?

(We're interested in the languages,





not in who speaks them.)

· We use it too when our interest focuses on the object and not the subject of the action, even if we know who or what has done it.

The driver is played by Roberto Benigni.

(We already know about the driver. 





Our attention is focused on him. 





Roberto Benigni is additional

 



information.)

Excitement and interest are sustained by 

(Our attention is
constant action.



 already focused on the




excitement and interest of the film. 





Next question : what sustains them?)

There's not much risk of me being dragged 

(Tony doesn't want to see the film.
to see it by Angie.



 His main concern is himself ; Angie




is mentioned only because she is 





the most likely person to try to 





make him see the film.)

Activity 10a
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 Read this text and decide in each case whether the passive or active sentence is more appropriate. Underline the one you've chosen.

Tonight at 8.00 pm on BTV : A new spy mystery !

Brad Lester, a young insurance clerk, realises a) he is being followed / someone is following him as he goes to visit a new client. In trying to elude his pursuer, b) he causes a traffic accident / a traffic accident is caused by him and c) a policeman arrests him / he is arrested. Although later d) the police release him / he is released, he learns that e) his boss has sacked him / he has been sacked. Dismayed, he returns home to find f) someone has burgled his house / his house has been burgled and g) this person has stolen some important papers / some important papers have been stolen.  h) They concerned the new client he was going to visit  / The new client he was going to visit was concerned by them. Intrigued, he decides to investigate .........

Activity 10b

The passive is formed with "BE" + the past participle. "BE" changes tense when necessary.

Examples :

PASSIVE FORMS
A letter is written.

(present) 
A letter was written

(simple past)

A letter has been written.

(present perfect)
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 Change these sentences into their passive forms. Often when it is obvious or not important, it is not necessary to say who did the action.

1) My boss received the letter yesterday.

………………………………………………………………………………………….

2) Dogs sometimes bite postmen.

………………………………………………………………………………………….

3) Next, we put the ice cream in the fridge and freeze it.

………………………………………………………………………………………….

4) Somebody burnt miles of forest last summer.

………………………………………………………………………………………….

5) Someone has translated this book into French.

………………………………………………………………………………………….

6) John Ford directed that movie.

………………………………………………………………………………………….

7) This is the first time anyone has seen this actress on television.

………………………………………………………………………………………….

8) Nobody wears that style any more ! (Use a negative verb form here.)
Activity 10c
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 Change these questions into a passive form as in the examples.
Examples :
Who made that film ? 
(

Who was that film made by ?

Have you finished that work ? 
(

Has that work been finished ?

1) Did the audience appreciate the singer ?

……………………………………………………………………………………………

2) How do they turn grapes into wine ?

……………………………………………………………………………………………

3) Have people made many complaints about the festival ?

……………………………………………………………………………………………

4) Where do you keep the props ?

……………………………………………………………………………………………

5) Who did they choose to play "Macbeth" ?

……………………………………………………………………………………………

6) What caused the fire ?

……………………………………………………………………………………………

7) Why have they closed that cinema ?

……………………………………………………………………………………………

8) Why do people always laugh at his suggestions ?

……………………………………………………………………………………………
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TELEPHONE TASK

The editor of a local newspaper needs a film review of the latest film you have seen.

He / she telephones you to ask you for information about the film and your opinion of it. Be prepared to tell him/her about it and answer his/her questions.
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